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SHIPP Grant-In-Aid Criteria 

INITIAL SCREENING CRITERIA
Did the applicant submit a complete application in accordance with the requirements and key milestone dates noted in of this RFA?

Does the proposal meet the definition of “Harbor Improvement Project”, in accordance with Section 13b-55a(c) and/or Section 13b-56(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes, or is it directly supportive of a harbor Improvement Project?

Any application that does not pass the initial Screening Criteria will not be rated.

RATING CRITERIA
The following criteria shall be used in the selection process.  They are presented as a guide for the proposer in understanding the CPA’s requirements and expectations for this program and are not necessarily presented in order of importance.

· Local and Regional Supporting Actions
· Economic and Market Viability
· Timeline to Implementation
· Leverages Other Funding
· Project Permitted
· Project Approval by Local Authorities (e.g., Harbor Management Commission, P&Z, etc.)
· Stage of Project (e.g., planning, design, construction or other)
· Financial Impact if Project Grant Not Awarded
· What Type of Marine Related Services Provided by Facility
· Date of Last Dredge Operation
· Federal or Non-Federal Channel to Facility
· For Dredging Projects, Disposal Options – Open Water, Upland, Alternative or Beneficial
· Number of Current Employees, and Number of New Jobs Created

Guidelines for Rating Eligible Harbor Improvement Projects
Local & Regional Supporting Actions
The applicant should provide evidence of local commitment to advance the Harbor Improvement Project’s goals and approval of their specific proposal.  Any actions previously taken in support of the Harbor Improvement Project’s goals and proposal-specific objectives should be provided.  Actions can include zoning that encourages and supports maritime activities and any other related business or industry.

Leverages Other Funding
The applicant should indicate if the Harbor Improvement funds requested will help leverage other past or future proposed public or private funding to provide a larger economic and development impact.  These can include, but are not limited to, investments or financial commitments made by private, municipal, State, federal or non-governmental organizations.


Economic & Market Viability
The applicant should describe the economic and market viability of Harbor Improvement Project in the proposed project area, as well as the viability of their specific project proposal.  This should include an assessment of the proposed project’s potential to progress as envisioned, and to ultimately be successful.

Timeline to Implementation
The applicant should provide a realistic project schedule or timeline.  If funding is being requested for design, to the extent possible the applicant should provide an estimate of the time to complete the design, as well as to advance the proposed project to full build-out (construction).

State Bond Commission
All SHIPP projects will be awarded funding subject to State Bond Commission approval pursuant to CPA’s request for funding after the SHIPP selections have been finalized by the CPA Board, and submitted to OPM for final review.
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